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THE DUTY. 

Let alt the Rood tlmu tloest to man 

A gift be, not a debt ; 
And he will more remember thee 

The mora thou dost forget. 

Do It as one who knows it not. 

But rather like a vine, 
That year by jear brings forth its grape 

And carea not for the wine. 

— INDEPKNDKNT. 


"Earthquakes In DlTtn Pla- 

Si. nu' time ago, I predicted a 
quaking to take place in the 
western foot-hill of the Sierras. 
It has come, and its effects will 
be felt, pernd vent ore, through 
time and in eternity. In this 
communication I will try to give 
such a description of it aa I 
think may be interesting and ed- 
ifying to your readers 

For a tow years past there 
was trouble in the Chapparrel 
church. It was ot a personal 
character and existed mainly 
between the minister*. It had 
been brought into church coun- 
cil repeatedly, and at these meet- 
ings there was so much strife aud 
ill-will that the members be- 
came discouraged, and eome of 
them almost disgusted, so that it 
became a difficult matter to get 
them to meet in council at all. 
Alter a great deal of private la 
bor, it was finally agreed to 
make one more eflort. Accord 
ingly, on the 11th day of April, 
1885, they met in council and 
Elders George and John P. 
Wolfe and the writer met with 
them. We had a good meeting-— 
a glorious meeting. Satisfactory 
acknowledgments were made by 
all concerned, and mutual for- 
giveness was extended. Love 
seemed to flow from heart to 
heart, and tears of joy from 
many eyes. On the next day a 
brother was restored to fellow- 
ship, which gave us another sea- 
son ot overflowing rejoicing. 
We never saw happier seasons 
than these ; for all were inex- 
pressibly lull of joy and gratitude 
over the glorious work which 
the Lord had done. In their 
extremity, "they cried unto the 
Lord in their trouble, and he de- 
livered them out of their dis- 
tresses. And be led them forth 
in the right way, that they might 
go to a city of habitation." 

When the council adjourned 
it did so "subject to the call of 
the overseer," Bro. F. P, Mobley. 
Now all seemed to he well, but 
things are not always what they 
seem ; "Not all that glitters is 
gold." We had scarcely leit the 
grounds, until the euemy was at 
work Btirring up the old strife 
and fomenting new, and the su 
quel will show with what suc- 
cess. If he can sow discord 
among brethren, his end is gain- 
ed. Now as the local troubles 
were Bettled, he brings iu some- 
thing else. 

In the latter part of August, 
Eld. Enoch Eby, ot whom we all 
have knowledge came to this 
valley to spend a few weeks and 
to do something. Before he 
came he a rote to Eld. Stephen 
Broadhurst, asking him to an- 
nounce a council meeting, saying 
that he would like to see the 
brethren. Eld. Broadhurst did 
aa requested without eonsulling 


time came and thirteen members 
met in council. Fid. Eby staled 
that he had been called to Cali- 
fornia, and being here he felt 
like seeing the members of the 
Chapparrel church in council, 
and to have their mind concern- 
ing the report of the Committee 
of 1834 had made to the A. M. 
of 1885, and the decision of au 
nual meeting relative to that re- 
po^t. After a good deal of be- 
wildering talk, ho succeeded in 
getting some of the members 
contused ; and after stating to 
them that fellowship would he 
withdrawu from all who did not 
accept the decision of A. M ., lie 
submitted the matter to an indi- 
vidual vote. Of the thirteen, 
eleven accepted the decision. 
They had united with the church 
and Btarted for heaven in good 
faith, and they wore yet of the 
same mind. Of course, if refus- 
ing to assent to that decision 
would exclude them from the 
society of their fellow-pilgrims, 
and, perhaps, also from the 
heavenly kingdom, they would 
assent to it. Now hear what 
Elder Eby said. He informed 
them that all those who had 
voted to accept that decision, 
were no longer under the over- 
sight of the California church, 
but were accountable to the An- 
nual Meeting. This announce- 
ment only aggravated their con- 
fusion, and left them without 
knowing where they were or 
how they got there. 

Eld. Eby on his way to this 
meeting had called on Eld. 
George Wolfe of our San Joh 
quiu church, aud told him that 
he was going to Chapparrel, but 
said nothing to him about this 
council. He, however, insisted 
on having a council at Lathrop 
alter his return. Eld. Wolfe 
fiually yielded, aud it was agreed 
to have a meeting at the latter 
place on the Slat of August. 
This council was also held, but 
the German Baptist Brethren 
elder was as much contused, 
confounded and disappointed 
here, as the members were in 
the other church. When he 
came here he did not salute the 
writer, but he did when he left. 
Peradveuture he thought he was 
of the Brethren, or we were Ger- 
man Baptist Brethren; or, per- 
haps, he loved him more when 
he left than wheu he came, re- 
versing the proverb that ''famili- 
arity breeds contempt" When 
be made his arrangements for 
this council Eld. J. P. Wolfe 
aud his family were camping on 
the coast, at Monterey, and they 
did not reach home till the meet- 
ing was over. Your correspon- 
dent was off tilling bis appoint- 
ments, aud did not get home till 
Eld. Eby had left for Chapparrel. 
In conference with Bro. Wolfe, 
we- guessed at the nature of the 
work to be done at these councils, 
and next morning I started in 
pursuit, but reached the place 
too late for' the council, but I 
found confusion, division, discord 
and loads of trouble, in a church 
where, by the gospel method, 
four months before, a reconcilia- 
tion had been declared. The 
reader can draw his own 


the overseer of the church. The | comparison and hit conclusion. 

After Eld. Ebj's work at 
Chapparrel, efforts were made to 
have another council, to effect a 
union or an intelligent separa- 
tion. It was at length conclud 
ed to have a meeting on the 7th 
of Nov. inst. On the 6th, not- 
withstanding the incessant rain 
(aa the early rains bad set in on 
the 4th.) Eld. J. P. Wolfe, Bro. 
Henry Ebe (of Aruold's Grove 
A. M. experience,) and I, went 
by private conveyance, about 35 
miles to the scene ol trouble. 
We lodged at Kid. S. Broad- 
h u rat's, as we did not want to 
slight him and bis excellent wife, 
sister Bcckie, as they all call her. 
Here vre were kindly received 
and hospitably entertained ; for 
it must not be forgotten that 
Eld. bV, in many respects is an 
excellent man. But next morn- 
we were 


ing, when we were ready to go 
to the couucil, nft-infirmad ua 
that he was not going, giving 
various reasons, bet, principally, 
that "there are now two church- 
es" and it would be useless for 
him to go to this mooting. 

We went to the place of meet- 
ing, but as it had* been so wet, 
the members did not expect us 
to be there, and but few were 
there. It was then arranged to 
have a meeting on Sunday, the 
8th, at 2 P. M,, and notice was 
given to the members, aa far as 
possible. At the time set, eleven 
of the substantial members, aud 
live from otbe^ congregations 
met, and had a good meeting. 
Your reporter was called to the 
chair, and Bro. Hatler was elected what 
clerk, protetn. The meeting whs In tl 


ed its decisions a» ot some au- 
thority ; how can we now renew 
that covenant without acknowl- 
edging and including that same 
relationship to A. M. ?" It was 
explained by the chair, and by 
Eld. J. P. Wolfe and Bro. Ebe, 
that the A. M. had lett its base ; 
that it is now a legislative body ; 
that its decisions are now "the 
rule" to all churches having such 
cases as the decisions cover ; that 
we could not now take part in 
the A. M. without legislating lor 
God; and we cannot accept the 
decisions of A. M. as "the rnle" to 
the church without repudiating 
that part ot our covenant in which 
we accepted the gospel ol Christ 
as "our ouly and all sufficient 
rule of faith aud practice." The 
truth made them free, and *ve 
pray aud hope that they will 
"stand fast in the liberty where- 
with Christ bath made us free, 
and be not entangled again with 
the yoke of bondage." 

I suggest that the name of 
Broadhurst, be stricken from the 
list of ministers of the Brethren 
church, as he declares himself to 
be none of us. He has gone out 
from us, and is now talking of 
calling Annual Meeting elders to 
organize a church. He wilt do as 
iik will, but At - will have but a 
small and nuinflueutial following. 
He has been circulating Eld. Cal- 
vert's sermou, and the report of 
last A. M. ; and has been mis 
representing the brethren in gen- 
eral and Bro. H. R, llolsingerin 
praticular. We tried to enlight- 
en him on some points, but with 
what success the future muat tell. 
oncluhiou, I teul like saying 


opened with devotional exereisea 
by Eld. J. P. Wolfe, who also 
read John 17th eh., and exhorted 
to love and .ninn. 

After the reading and accept 
hi i ci.- of the minutes ot council of 
April 11th, it wtw decided that 
the council called by Eld. Ehy 
was not culled by proper author- 
ity, as it was called without the 
knowledge or consent of Bro. 
Mobley, the overseer. It was, 
therefore, farther decided to 
ignore the work doue at that 
meeting. But as the seed ot dis- 
cord and dieuuiou was sown at 
that meeting, and as the work of 
division was being carried on, it 
whs decided to do something — 
all that could be done — to avart 
this work of ruin. After a 
thorough discussion of the sub- 
ject there was a renewal of cov- 
enant, that may be stated as fol- 
lows : "We renew thej covenant 
wo mad.) when we were received 
into the church by baptism, con 
tiuuing to hold the gospel of 
Christ as our only law iu relig- 
ion, and to recognize each other 
and to he known as Brethren; 
and it is herein implied that we 
have nothing to do with the Ger- 
man Baptist Brethren Annual 
meeting, and do not hold its de- 
cisions as ot any authority." 
This was done with the hearty 
consent of all present, among 
whom were three who had been 
confused at Eld. Eby 'a council. 

Before this renewal of cove- 
nant this question was raised : 
" When we were received into the 
church, we sustained a certain 
relationship to A. M., and regard- 

/ 


that the Oh ap parrel church is 
now in a better condition than it 
was lor three yean past, and I 
predict for it a more prosperous 
future. May the good Lord pro- 
tect them tr.iru the wiles of the 
euciuy, and from the e Hurts that 
will certainly be nuido to deceive 
them. I feel, too, that this qiiak 
ing will have the effect oi ehak, 
ing up mid arousing tin: Brethren 
in California to greater watchful- 
ness aud diligence. I Lope your 
readers will excuse the length of 
this report, as I could not wt-ll 
make It shorter, and as this is 
the first quaking of this kind on 
the Pucitic coast, aud aa we have 
heard oftheuiiir'divurse places," 
I thought it lor the good of the 
cause to make this correspond- 
ence a little fuller limn it would 
otherwise have beeu. "Brethren 
pray for us." 

3. W. Beer 
Lathrop, Cal., Nov. 12, 1885. 


cessions during the meetings. 
But our services were most un- 
expectedly bleeped : Ou Sunday 
evening two young ladies from 
oneofonr most excellent fami- 
lies were buried in baptiam, on 
Monday five other young* per- 
sons from among the circles of 
our beBt society were buried in 
baptism. On Monday evening 
one of our most substantial citi- 
zens was added to the church by 
relation from the German Bap- 
tists, on last night one mors 
added by letter trom the Evan- 
gelical AsBociatiou — having been 
baptized by them iu the Gospel 
way — and one more stands an 
applicant tor admission by rela- 
tion, making ten in all. I speak 
of there accessions this way be- 
cause of the very excellent char- 
acter i hey all sustain, aud because 
we are feeling specially grateful 
for our unexpected success. 

On last night we met in com- 
munion service, and although the 
membership was huge and almost 
every inch of spuce was occupied 
by spectators, the service was 
one of the most quiet and enjoy- 
able that we have yet held. En- 
couraged with the success ot the 
past week, we are continuing 
the meetings over another Sab- 
bath. The indications lor turther 
accesions are more favorable 
now than at the tirat oi the 
meetings. 

Bro. Hoi singer will be with na 
over Sunday uext, and We want 
to make him comfortable and 
bappy. Whether *ihe meetings 
will continue lunger than Sun- 
day nex I, will he determined by 
the interest r.ml condition of 
in j health, But even a sick man 
can preach tor such a magnifi- 
cent church as we have here ; 
besides brother St i tier, or llilder- 
braud or some of uur other 
young minister* ur deacons can 
do as well as any of us i\ ish, aud 
whether I am sick or well the 
good worK goes ou, 

S. 11. H.jiioft. 


Waterloo, Iowa, 

On Sunday evening 17 ult. we 
began a weeks' meetings at Enou, 
as preparatory to our commun- 
ion service, appointed for Toes- 
day evening 24th. The eflort 
was one more especially for the 
revival and strengthening of the 
membership than for the conver- 
sion of sinnera. We have been 
having so many and such fre- 
quent additions to the church 
for a twelvemonth, have so 
much opposition from other 
associations, so few in the com- 
munity not members ot some 
church, that very few of the 
membership anticipated any ac- 


I he Johnstown, Church Ready. 
Nov. 28th.— The item in E. of 
last week, signed by J & J., was 
presented to our church last eve, 
in a business capacity, and 1 atn 
authorized to say, wa^ favoiably 
received and the members of the 
committee Hie ready to receive 
votes and money to put into ef- 
fect the items of business sug- 
gested therein. Now let there 
be a general cooperation in th's 
good work, aa I am convinced of 
the necessity of some such work 
from my personal ubaerrations. 
So far as Bedford, Somerset, 
Cambria, ami Westmoreland 
counties are concerned, at least 
R. Z. Kkploi.le. 

No other medicine is so reliable 
as Ayer's Cherry Pectoral for 
the cure ol colds, coughs, an.i all 
derangements ot the respiratory 
orgaus tending toward consump- 
tion. It aff'orda sure relief tor 
the asthmatic and consumptive 
even iu advanced stages of de- 
sea se. 

CLUBBING ARRANGEMENTS. 

The Sf AVSB&SM will hewcm Willi H liter 
of Ih* following tHibhCAli-onii for the prim 
uiuiiwd . whether iVdiimIi ngent* ur dlrwl ; 
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